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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 20th March 2012 at 7.30 pm – at Bluntisham Village Hall. 
 

Present:  
  Colin Saunderson (CS) : Chair, St. Ives TC & Fenstanton PC 

Julie Seamark  (JS) : Earith PC 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC & Pidley PC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 
Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 
Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch 
Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
Terry Rogers  (TR) : HDC 
Roy Fountain  (RF) : Needingworth PC 
Jean Chandler  (JC) : HDC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

   
 
1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 
Apologies had been received from the following; Graham Bull, Margaret Shardlow, Lesley Craig, Kathleen Simpson. 
JC  gave her advance apologies for the next meeting on May 15th. 
 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  meeting on 10th January 2012 
 
Amendment to minutes, item 6: JS had reported that she did not say that the B1050 would be closing for repair work to be 
done but only that no planned closure had been reported to the Parish Council. The minutes were amended accordingly. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on January 10th were approved without further amendment. 
 
3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Wheelie Bin Stickers, Speedwatch Update: 
JC commented that there should not have been any reference to ‘political manipulation’ in this report as the RSC has to be 
seen as a non-political organisation. 
 
Previous Actions: 
 
Speed Camera: A1123  



ML reported that this had been repaired and is now active. 
 
Wording for obstructive parking 
JS had provided the police approved wording and this was included in the previous minutes 
 
Speedwatch Session in Warboys 
CS to contact DM re: a Speedwatch session in 40mph zone in Warboys. This action has not yet been completed. 
 
4 Correspondence 

Email from Gill Prangnell, Colne PC; 

OM had received an email from Colne enquiring about a donation to the RSC which had been posted through his door 
some months ago. The cheque had not been cashed and Colne PC were wondering what had become of it. 

OM said that this solved the mystery of the missing cheque reported in the minutes of September 20th, 2011. OM believed 
he had inadvertently shredded it but could not be sure who it was from. Colne had been asked if they were the donors but 
there had been a breakdown in communication. OM had apologized for the mistake. 
 
GP would ask for a donation again at the next meeting. 
 
Email from Noel Baker, Wyton-on-the-Hill PC; 
 
OM read out an email from Noel Baker chair of Wyton-on-the-Hill PC. This email is attached as an appendix. The content 
highlights the problems of pedestrians having to cross the A1123 to reach the pavement on the south side and he had 
asked for some comment and assistance from the RSC. 
 
CS said he had thought they were getting a crossing at that point. 
JC had brought this up before. She thought that the refuge idea was not much use as you still have to get halfway across 
the road. A footpath was needed to go round corner on the north side. 
 
ML added that the footpath could go through the new development. 
DM said that this had previously come up at the St. Ives Forum where it was reported that there would be a footpath. They 
had provided a shortcut. 
 
CS agreed. The footpath is not open yet but it is in the plans. We should contact the planning officer on this. We need to 
contact him anyway about the ditch. 
 
Action: OM to send a letter to Steve Ingram referring to the Forum meeting and requesting timescales for the proposed 
footpath. Wyton to be copied in. 
 
The meeting also agreed that Wyton-on-the-Hill should be formally invited to send a representative to the RSC.  
 
 
5 Neighbourhood Forums 
 
St. Ives Forum   
 
The next St. Ives Forum meeting is on April 12th. CS asked for any items we can raise? 
. 
DM suggested the Wyton footpath issue as a Forum agenda item. 
 
CS recommended the other could be the ‘battle of station road’. The council want to put in a bus stop. CS had called for a 
road safety audit and one has now been conducted. We could ask someone from the CCC to come along and talk to us 
about it.  
 



JC wanted to talk about the guided bus route through St. Ives. This had been discussed in the past by the RSC but the 
town council are against it. The bus route would not be so difficult if it was coming from Market Hill. The current route 
being used is almost twice as long.  
 
CS replied that at the last council meeting where it was discussed only 2 or 3 councillors were in favour and the rest were 
against. 3 out of 14 were in favour of using the route for a limited period during the rushhour. However the chairman of 
planning did get agreement to carry out a study of all possible bus routes. 
 
DM asked what would be the alternative on Monday & Friday? 
 
CS said that on Monday the market can go into Bridge Street. The rising bollards were installed for the purpose of 
allowing restricted access but have  never been used. 
 
These two topics to be proposed for the Forum agenda. 
 
Ramsey Forum  
 
MN did attend the last Ramsey Forum and a CCC representative gave a talk on traffic calming. MN asked how Pidley 
could get some traffic calming.  As a result he received several calls from CCC officers and the position is that Pidley was 
4th on the list for action but is now 13th. In the meantime there have been 2 more accidents. There is a fund of £10k 
available and if we could find another £2/3k we might get some action. 
BB asked if these accidents had been reported. 
M said that he didn’t know. He also cannot attend the next Ramsey Forum meeting which is on April 23rd.. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 
Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 
view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.   

Comment This speed camera is now active. 
ML said she had been to a meeting with Envar and they are going to make the junction here 
safer. There will be lots of activity at the entrance/exit but they are going to change the entrance 
layout and they will make a contribution for a roundabout (if they make a profit). 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 (New maps needed) 
Issue The Hill Rise development has alleviated most of the original problems but there is still concern 

about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a waiting area but 
there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

Comment CS says that nothing has happened but he will continue to chase it.  
Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 
Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 
whole of the one way system around the Quadrant.  

Comment This item has been partially covered already. 
ML reported that under the new policing structure they will have 2 new PCSOs in St. Ives who 
will look after traffic issues. This will include parked vehicles. 
 
CS added that the town council have agreed to a Traffic Management Order (TMO) to deter 
disabled people from parking on double yellow lines. He assumed that the safety audit has 
suggested this. The TMO should also include the area outside NatWest Bank and the Corn 
Exchange.  They have been waiting for this opportunity for a long time. 
The audit has happened but there are no results as yet. It is good news that the police will 
actively enforce any new regulations. 

 
 



7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 5: Earith Junction and Crossings: The PC are still bashing away but nothing else to report. Request to remove the last 
sentence regarding a ‘one way’ system. 
 
Item 6: Low Road Speed Limit:  DM said that the problem is increasingly serious. Between 30 and  40% are speeding no 
matter what time of day it is. However, when the Speedwatch signs were put in a different place there was a big reduction. 
It could just be a matter of signage.  
 
Item 23: Guided Bus Route in St.Ives: The town council have said they will look at all possible routes. 
 
Item 29: St. Ives Cycle Paths: OM requested to remove this item from the list. 
 
Item 30: B1040 Double White Lines: ML said she brought this item up in a recent meeting with the police. 
 
Item 33: Junction in Hilton. DM said this continues to be monitored by Speedwatch. It should be removed from the list. 
 
Item 34: Crossing Harrison Way: CS has had two meetings about this. It is dangerous crossing here. CS has cut the 
brambles back to improve visibility. Visibility at the southern end is now 60 yards. He asked people who were crossing 
where they felt safer. They said they felt safer on the northern side. TC have asked the County Council for a footpath. If 
there is no cash is available he will try and get it funded from other sources.  
 
8 SpeedWatch Update    -    Report from David McCandless: 
 
Recent Changes to the Neighbourhood Policing Staffing 
 

• Insp Steve Poppitt has left the Sector for Cambridge 
• Sgt Becky Jones from St Ives Station has left the Sector for HQ Huntingdon 
• PC Paul Currie - the previous Speedwatch mentor - has not returned 
• Sgt Dave Savill from Ramsey Police Station has moved to St Ives as the Sector Sgt (meaning that we no longer 

have a Sector Inspector operating within the Sector) and has become the new Speedwatch mentor. 
• Insp Mark Greenhalgh is our new Insp operating out of Huntingdon Police Stn and has committed to 1 Laser 

Officer session per month per NPT starting from April 12.  
 

Stats - Year to Date in the St Ives and Ramsey NPT Sector 
 
Item St Ives Ramsey Total Comment 
Total Sessions 49 58 107  
No Clicked 11503 8610   
No Clocked 1164 1444   
Letters By Hand 40 97 137  
% Speeding 17% 10% 13%  
Highest Speed in a 30 54 mph 55 mph  3x 55 in Somersham 
Highest Speed in a 40 - 75 mph  Ramsey St Marys 
 
New Police Speedwatch Database 
 
This has been operational since early February and all our data since then has been input and letters have been 
automatically produced for 1st, 2nd and 3rd time and serious speeders.   The vehicle details for persistent and serious 
offenders are checked by the database for valid Insurance and MoT and the visiting officer informed of any irregularities 
that might need further investigation /confirmation.  Also, when visiting, and the vehicle is on the public highway, the 
Officer may check the vehicle's Tax and Tyres and, if sporting a personalised number plate, he can check it for correct 
spacing of the characters and if wrong can apply a fixed penalty of £60. 
 
 



Volunteers and Teams Under Training. 
 
Town/Village Trained Under Training Total 
St Ives Town 3 1 4 
Kings Ripton 2 0 2 
Earith 2 0 2 
Hilton 4 1 5 
Ramsey Town 6 0 6 
Ramsey St Mary's 30 0 3 3 
Ramsey St Mary's 40 0 4 4 
Ramsey Forty Foot 0 7 7 
Somersham 4 0 4 
   37 
 
Wheelie Bin Stickers - HDC Trial 
 
Hilton has been selected by HDC for a 6 month wheelie bin sticker trial.  Hilton PC are organising with my assistance 
where required. 
 
In the meantime, stickers are still available for independent purchase through the RSG at 6 for £5, or from Impressions, 
Somersham High St.  Somersham already have theirs and we turn up regularly at the end of this impressive line of bins 
just to reinforce the message .. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
9        County Council HCV Initiative 
 
Brian Burpitt from Speedwatch and the Earith HCV group gave a progress report on the environmental testing. The 
testing has so far been taking place in Earith, Wilburton, Haddenham and Cottenham with Sutton and Hilton to follow. 
The purpose of these tests is to gather data on the impact of traffic, and HCV traffic in particular, on villages in the area 
with a view to influencing the county’s traffic management policy. 
 
BB explained the significance of some of the early results for noise and vibration such as the very high noise levels 
recorded at Earith both day and night. 
The interim report has been sent with these minutes as a separate attachment. 
 
10        Reports from Members 
 
JC, St. Ives:  Along Marsh Lane in Hemingford Grey it’s impossible to see the ditch at night. There needs to be a white 
line or a marker post here. There is probably no money but it is worth asking. KW voiced her support.  
Pleased to see that some of the cats eyes on the A1123 at Houghton have been replaced but they don’t go far enough. CS 
says it’s worth writing and asking if they intend to do more.  
Action:  OM to write 
 
JN, Earith:  Reported that Jason Tyrrell had come to look at the manhole covers and marked a few of the bad ones. JS 
added that they’ve put in bids for 2 improvements.  First bid is to reduce the speed limit between the bridges to 40 mph.  
The second bid is for the two pedestrian crossings to be made more visible. 
 
GP, Colne:  Had received a letter about a Speedwatch sign and was wondering if they could get one in Colne and how 
much it would cost.  
Action. CS to contact the parish council at Wimpole to see where they have got to with their Speedwatch sign. 
 
ML, Bluntisham: RSC should be aware that a new toll road on the A14 would mean more traffic through the villages.   
 
CS, St. Ives & Fenstanton: Had supported Jason Ablewhite in the call for action in Marley Road. The design would not 
meet modern design requirements. The issue is to do with junctions with restricted vision. Mirrors  are not possible here, 
nor are  rumble strips. The only real solution is to realign the road. 
 
LC, Houghton (by email): 
LC had observed more traffic going along the A1123 to join the A14 at Huntingdon due to traffic problems in St.Ives. She 
wondered if other RSC members had observed the same phenomenon. 
MN said she had also observed an increase. 
 
11 AOB 
 
B1050 Road Closure: 
There was some discussion on the confusion around the closure of the B1050 South of Earith Bridge  for repair work. 
Closure dates had been widely circulated and had caused some concern. Parish Councils seem to have received conflicting 
advice. However, no dates have yet been set. 
 
Number Plates:  
CS said that the theft of number plates is increasing and is being done to order. This is not really an RSC issue but it 
makes detection more difficult. 
 
 
Date of next 4 meetings in 2012;     May 15th  

July 17th 
       September 18th 
      November 20th 
 



 
Email from:  Noel Baker, Chairman, Wyton on the Hill Parish Council 
  
This Council is obviously not on your mailing list and I have only just been informed about the meeting to-night 
(by H + W Council).   I will be  unable to attend but we have a project which we have been pushing for now for 
over a year.   The major part of our proposal is that a footpath be installed alongside of the A.1123 Houghton 
Road, on the North side from Sawtry Way to the new traffic lights at Slepe Meadow (that side of the road is 
within Wyton on the Hill PC).   There are quite a few pedestrian and cyclist movements at this junction and 
they all have to cross the Main A.1123 to gain access to the footpath/cycle path on the South side of A.1123.   
Highways say that there is no money to install such a path and also that it probably would not come into the 
remit of the developers    The road is very busy now and with the projected new developments will only get 
busier.   It is very dangerous for people to cross over and this does include some children on route to St. Ivo 
school   Before the lights were installed at Slepe Meadow we were hoping for some form of traffic control at 
the junction to help this problem, but everything seems to get turned down. 
  
Mr. Crack, from Highways at CCC (Cycle routes) has come up with a plan which would assist in a small 
measure, in that he suggests the installation of a refuge/island in the centre of A.1123 just at the start of the 
turn right splay (from St. Ives) at Sawtry Way.   Not a full crossing (that would be too expensive) but he 
understands that there will be an underspend with the construction of the cycle path at Wyton and this could 
be used on this project.   I understand that Ian Bates has been informed but we have heard nothing further.   
This scheme would be better than nothing until such time a footpath or proper crossing is installed.   It will not 
be too long before there will be a pedestrian fatal at this junction. 
  
Will you please  bring up these two projects at the meeting to garner support.   Please include us in any future 
informations and details of other meetings. 
  
Thank you for your support and help. 
  
Noel Baker 
 


